
RANGE OF INJECTING EQUIPMENT AVAILABLE

1.1
Injecting drug user needs

The needs of injecting drug users vary considerably according to the type of drug(s) used, frequency of injecting, injecting venue and injecting method.  It is therefore difficult to specify the “average” requirement of the “average” injecting drug user.  

1.2
Use of different needles and syringes

Needles (often referred to as a pin or spike) and syringes (also called barrel) come in various capacities and sizes.  Insulin syringes come as a single unit with a fine needle already attached.  Larger needles are packaged separately and can be attached to syringes of varying capacity (in millilitres).  Needles are sized in 2 ways – 

a) gauge (‘g’; bore or thickness of needle) which is generally colour coded and 

b) length which is measured in millimetres or inches.  

That is to say, an orange needle which is 25 gauge and 5/8” long will be packaged as 25g x 5/8”.
1.3 Needle packs available in the Needle Syringe Programme
These are detailed in the table overleaf and this list is not exhaustive of injecting products available.  Some products are not stocked for harm reduction reasons (i.e. they result in excessive damage to the body or are used for especially dangerous injection practices) or because they are less commonly used.  A wider range is available from the static and satellite needle syringe programmes run by Southampton Drug and Alcohol Recovery Service and clients requesting stock not available to pharmacy needle syringe programme may be signposted to one of these outlets.
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1.4 Other injecting equipment available through needle syringe programmes

1.4.1
Sharps bins:

Good practice dictates
 that every time needles are issued, a personal sharps bin should also be issued for the safe return of contaminated injecting equipment and therefore all needle packs contain a personal sharps bin.  On rare occasions, clients may request a large clinical waste bin in order that they return used equipment in bulk.  Subject to availability, pharmacy staff may issue a large clinical waste bin and must ensure that when returned, it is closed and handled appropriately in line with safe handling of sharps guidelines (see appendix 2).

1.4.2
Pre-injection wipes (‘swabs’):

Swabs are issued routinely by needle syringe programmes as they play an important part in infection control.  Many drug users inject in unsanitary conditions and those vulnerably housed or homeless may make frequent use of public toilets or secluded public areas to inject.

Some injectors do not use swabs appropriately and may require guidance on this; swabs should be used to wipe the injection site prior to injecting.  It is important to wait until the area has dried (30-60 seconds) before injecting to ensure that the site has been sterilised. The use of swabs cannot ensure a fully sterile injecting process and injectors are encouraged to ensure all surfaces used for preparing a hit, and their hands, are thoroughly washed clean beforehand which will greatly help prevent bacterial infections and cross contamination.  As well as washing hands, it is important that the injecting site is thoroughly washed where clean water and soap is available.
1.5 Needles and syringes available in Needle Syringe Programme
1 ml Exchange Pack - X037C

1 - Grey Self Seal Bag

10 - 1 ml Terumo 27g Syringe x ½”

1 - Pasante Extra Condom

10 - Steri Cups

10 - Citric Acid & Leaflet

10 - Swabs

1 - 0.3 Litre Container

2 ml Exchange Pack - X317C

1 - Grey Self Seal Bag

5 - Terumo Blue 23g x 1” Needle

5 - Terumo Orange 25g x 1” Needle

1 - Pasante Extra Condom

10 - Steri Cups

10 - Citric Acid & Leaflet

10 - Swabs

1 - 0.45 Litre Container
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