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			This newsletter - sent on Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays - contains important information and resources to support community pharmacies across England.









		






			In this update: Chancellor announces Budget; New DHSC resources on medicine shortages; Dispensing and Supply updates.
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			The Chancellor announced her Budget in Parliament today (26th November), setting out the Government's spending plans for the coming financial year.

On healthcare, the Budget commits £300 million of investment in technology to improve patient service and 250 new neighbourhood health centres. The Chancellor went on to say that the Government would be "expanding more services into communities so that people can receive treatment outside of hospitals and get better, faster care where they live". However, there were no specific pledges about supporting the community pharmacy sector in her Budget speech.

Janet Morrison, Chief Executive of Community Pharmacy England, said:

“Today's Budget will once again impose higher staffing costs on community pharmacy businesses through the increase to the National Minimum Wage. This is very concerning, and may prove unmanageable for some pharmacy owners as they continue to grapple with extreme financial and operational pressures.

We will ensure that Ministers know the impact that this Budget will have on community pharmacies, and remind them of the huge benefits that investment in community pharmacies would bring."









		Read more, including Janet's full statement 
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			The Department of Health and Social Care (DHSC) and NHS England have published new leaflets and posters on ongoing medicine supply challenges. These resources, available on the Specialist Pharmacy Service (SPS) website, include guidance for healthcare teams and information for patients affected by shortages.

Medicine supply issues remain a daily pressure for community pharmacies, often requiring extra time and effort to source alternatives and support patients. These new materials aim to ease that burden by providing advice and communication tools from an official source.

Meanwhile, Community Pharmacy England continues to raise awareness of medicines supply issues and recommend ways to improve the solution, most recently by providing evidence to the House of Lords Public Services Committee's medicines security inquiry.

Show me the new resources









		






			Dispensing and Supply Updates
The following notices have also been published by the Dispensing and Supply Team in recent days (click on the hyperlinks below for information):
1. November 2025 Price Concessions 4th Update
1. FreeStyle Libre 3 and FreeStyle Libre 3 Plus Sensors (Abbott Laboratories Ltd)
1. Defect Notification: Moclobemide 150mg tablets (Lexon UK Ltd)
1. December 2025 Drug Tariff Watch
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