				







				[image: Community Pharmacy England logo]


	Newsletter
28th November 2025










			[image: The voice of community pharmacy (banner)]






			This newsletter - sent on Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays - contains important information and resources to support community pharmacies across England.









		






			In this update: Budget changes could cost pharmacies millions; FS endorsement to cover TB treatments; EPS nomination guidance; Dispensing and Supply Updates.
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			Community Pharmacy England has undertaken analysis of this week’s Budget announcement to quantify the impact on the sector. This analysis shows that the National Living Wage increase alone could add £69–£94 million in extra costs a year for community pharmacies.

Many pharmacies are already operating at a loss, and without urgent progress towards a sustainable funding model, closures and service deterioration will continue — putting patient access and NHS recovery plans at serious risk. This is despite the welcome funding uplift this year – which still leaves the sector around £2 billion short annually.

Community pharmacies are a cornerstone of primary care, supporting millions of people every day. But rising costs, coupled with historic underinvestment, mean the Government’s ambitions to shift care into the community and deliver its 10-Year Health Plan are under threat.









		Read our full Budget briefing and impact analysis 






		






			Use of ‘FS’ endorsement extended to Tuberculosis (TB) treatments
From 1st December 2025, use of the ‘FS’ prescriber endorsement has been extended to treatments used in the management of tuberculosis (TB) and latent TB infections, including the effects of TB and the adverse effects from TB treatment.

Community Pharmacy England has worked closely with Department of Health and Social Care (DHSC) over the past year to secure a workable mechanism that enables pharmacy teams to supply TB treatments free-of-charge to patients, in line with existing legislation

Pharmacy teams should ensure that no prescription charge is levied for any items endorsed ‘FS’ by the prescriber.  Community Pharmacy England has produced the Dispensing Factsheet: ‘FS’ endorsement for ‘Free supply for specified use’.

Tell me more
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			Community Pharmacy England has received a few concerns about EPS nominations and re-nominations without patient consent.

Pharmacy owners are reminded that patient choice is fundamental under NHS Terms of Service: nominations must only be made with explicit consent, and patients can change their nominated pharmacy freely. Note, we are also discussing certain IT functionality that may enable automatic re-nomination with NHS England.

More on the Terms of Service requirements, plus related guidance









		






			Dispensing and Supply Updates
The following notices have also been published by the Dispensing and Supply Team in recent days (click on the hyperlinks below for information):
1. Expiry of Cefalexin Serious Shortage Protocols (SSPs)
1. 6 products re-classified as special containers from December 2025
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			Community Pharmacy England
Address: 14 Hosier Lane, London EC1A 9LQ
Tel: 0203 1220 810 | Email: comms.team@cpe.org.uk
Copyright © 2025 Community Pharmacy England, All rights reserved.
You are receiving this email because you are subscribed to our newsletters. Community Pharmacy England is the operating name of the Pharmaceutical Services Negotiating Committee (PSNC).















image4.png
- o o
Respecting Patient

Choice for Pharmacy
EPS Nominations

Community
More details here & 1 Pharmacy





image5.png
Community
Pharmacy
England




image6.png




image7.png




image8.png




image9.png




image1.png
Community

1 Pharmacy




image2.png
‘ - . The voice of community pharmacy




image3.png
| I
Budget changes could
cost pharmacies £94
million a year





