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			This newsletter - sent on Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays - contains important information and resources to support community pharmacies across England.









		






			In this update: Pharmacies hanging on by a thread; Adipine® XL and Fixapost® SSPs; Hub & Spoke update and webinar; Rybelsus® safety update; Changes to newsletter schedule.
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			Whilst pharmacies are incredibly busy with the pre-Christmas rush, pharmacy owners continue to fear for their future: the huge financial pressures have not gone away.

As evidenced in Community Pharmacy England's most recent sector polling, many are hanging on by a thread, losing money and struggling to cope with the ongoing demand from patients and the public.

Pharmacy owners are also ending the year with no certainty about future funding beyond March 2026, and the knowledge that the most recent Budget will add yet more costs for them.

With CPCF negotiations just around the corner, we must see real progress being made towards the Government's commitment to a sustainable future for the sector: Community Pharmacy England is continuing to do everything that it can to prepare for those negotiations and to make the wider case for investment into community pharmacy.









		Read more 






			Additional costs for pharmacies in 2026 and beyond
There have also been media reports today about the additional costs that community pharmacies will be facing next year. Community Pharmacy England continually monitors the financial health of the sector and shared similar analysis with Ministers and the Department in our recent meetings and correspondence. Tell me more









		






			New SSPs for Adipine® XL and Fixapost®
In response to significant ongoing disruptions to the supply of Adipine® XL MR tablets and Latanoprost 50micrograms/ml / Timolol 5mg/ml (Fixapost®) eye drops 0.2ml unit dose preservative free, Serious Shortage Protocols (SSPs) have been issued by the Department of Health and Social Care (DHSC).

Effective today, SSP084, SSP085 and SSP086 provide pharmacists with procedures to follow in providing suitable alternative products to help reduce the number of patients having to return to their prescriber for replacement prescriptions.

See details of Adipine® XL SSPs

See detail of Fixapost® SSP
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			Hub and Spoke: What you need to know
Among those pharmacies that are not currently using hub and spoke, around 36% are still exploring their options, and 10% haven't considered it yet, according to our November sector poll. To support them in their considerations, the Regulations Team recently hosted a webinar on the regulation changes that allow hub and spoke dispensing, and an on-demand recording is now available.

We also previously published a comprehensive briefing and have addressed common queries on the subject.

Learn more and see the latest FAQs









		






			MHRA Drug Safety Update: Rybelsus® (semaglutide tablets)
The Medicines and Healthcare products Regulatory Agency (MHRA) has issued guidance regarding the transition to the new formulation and risk of medication error with Rybelsus® tablets.

Read the advice for healthcare professionals









		






			Changes to newsletter schedule
Due to the Christmas and New Year Bank Holidays, there will be some changes to our newsletter schedule. We are planning to send email newsletters on the following days:
1. Tuesday 23rd December
1. Friday 2nd January
If there is a need to share additional or urgent news over this period, then we may send out extra emails in addition to the above. From 5th January, the regular newsletter schedule will resume, with emails sent on Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays.
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			Community Pharmacy England
Address: 14 Hosier Lane, London EC1A 9LQ
Tel: 0203 1220 810 | Email: comms.team@cpe.org.uk
Copyright © 2025 Community Pharmacy England, All rights reserved.
You are receiving this email because you are subscribed to our newsletters. Community Pharmacy England is the operating name of the Pharmaceutical Services Negotiating Committee (PSNC).
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