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			This newsletter - sent on Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays - contains important information and resources to support community pharmacies across England.









		






			In this update: CPE pushes Minister for roadmap to recovery; Patient-facing website promotes pharmacy; Adipine® and Fixapost® SSPs expiring early; Sexual Safety Charter; Isotretinoin update.
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			Community pharmacies across the country have entered 2026 "in real economic peril" and urgently need a roadmap to recovery, Community Pharmacy England has warned the Government ahead of upcoming negotiations.

In an uncompromising letter to Pharmacy Minister Stephen Kinnock, CEO Janet Morrison has outlined the sector's escalating crisis and called on Government to deliver rapid progress towards sustainability in the upcoming Community Pharmacy Contractual Framework (CPCF) negotiations. This must not only stabilise the sector for 2026/27, but must begin a credible, long-term recovery plan.

Describing the mounting pressures now impacting community pharmacies, the letter stresses the level of deterioration:
1. Pharmacies are worse off than a year ago.
1. The network faces a structural £2bn+ funding deficit.
1. Pharmacy opening hours have fallen dramatically, with 75,000 fewer hours per week since mid-2023.
1. Drug Tariff cuts and Category H changes are further destabilising medicines supply.
1. Upcoming changes introduced by the 2025 Autumn Budget are expected to add millions in extra costs.

Community Pharmacy England continues work to prepare for the upcoming negotiations, setting out a series of demands.









		Read more, including Janet's statement 
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			We have launched a new patient-facing website to promote the Pharmacy First, Hypertension Case-Finding and Pharmacy Contraception Services.

The website (communitypharmacy.org.uk) can be used by other healthcare providers such as GP practices and by LPCs to provide information on these services and direct patients to pharmacies in England that offer them via the NHS website.

Tell me more









		






			Adipine® and Fixapost® SSPs expiring today
The Department of Health and Social Care (DHSC) has brought forward the expiry dates for the following Serious Shortage Protocols (SSPs) to 23:59 today (Friday 23rd January 2026):
1. Adipine® XL 30mg MR tablets (SSP084);
1. Adipine® XL 60mg MR tablets (SPP085); and
1. Latanoprost 50 micrograms/ml / Timolol 5 mg/ml (Fixapost®) eye drops 0.2 ml unit dose preservative‑free (SSP086).

Read more about the Adipine® XL MR tablets SSPs
Read more about the Fixapost® eye drops SSP









		






			NHS' Sexual Safety Charter
Whilst not a mandatory requirement, the NHS Sexual Safety Charter and completion of a self-assessment checklist against the Charter's principles have been developed as support for NHS organisations and may help pharmacy owners get ahead of incoming amendments to the Employment Rights Act.

Learn more









		






			Isotretinoin – changes to prescribing guidance and additional risk minimisation measures
Healthcare professionals are asked to review new measures from the Commission on Human Medicines (CHM) on minimising risk for isotretinoin, and integrate them into their clinical practice.

View the measures
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			Community Pharmacy England
Address: 14 Hosier Lane, London EC1A 9LQ
Tel: 0203 1220 810 | Email: comms.team@cpe.org.uk
Copyright © 2026 Community Pharmacy England, All rights reserved.
You are receiving this email because you are subscribed to our newsletters. Community Pharmacy England is the operating name of the Pharmaceutical Services Negotiating Committee (PSNC).
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