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			This newsletter - sent on Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays - contains important information and resources to support community pharmacies across England.









		






			In this update: Webinar on Category H; New NHSBSA submission address; Recent press work; Dispensing and Supply updates.
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			Community Pharmacy England will be holding a webinar about Drug Tariff Category H on Monday 16th February at 7.30pm.

During the webinar, our funding and Drug Tariff experts will explain how entry to and price-setting arrangements for Category H will operate, as well as the background to these changes. There will also be plenty of time to answer your questions.

Register for the Category H webinar (note, booking will close at 12 noon on the day of the event)

Community Pharmacy England has objected to the introduction of Category H at this time because of the wider challenges pharmacies are facing and the risk that further changes could disrupt the already turbulent medicines supply chain. A comprehensive FAQ guide and accompanying webpage with further information are due to be published shortly.









		Register to attend the webinar 
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			Attention: Pharmacy owners and team members
From tomorrow, the NHS Business Services Authority (NHSBSA) will no longer accept prescription batches at Bridge House. All January bundles and future submissions must be sent to: Unit 5, Greenfinch Way, Newburn Riverside, Newcastle upon Tyne, NE15 8NX.

Pharmacy teams should update address labels and inform couriers immediately to prevent delivery delays.

Tell me more









		






			What we've shared with the press lately...
Media coverage is important as we continue to underline the need for a sustainable future for community pharmacy. We regularly brief journalists and provide press statements to ensure that the voice of community pharmacy is heard.

The press statements index on our website highlights our ongoing work to raise awareness of both the brilliant work that pharmacies do and the challenges that they face. The index helps pharmacy owners to more easily see what we're saying in the media and that more publications are now referencing, quoting, or seeking our comments on relevant issues.

Press statements issued recently:
1. Calling out the unfair disparity in business rates relief
1. Pressing for action to protect pharmacies' vital dispensing role

View our Press Statement index









		






			Dispensing and Supply updates
Serious Shortage Protocols (SSPs) further extended
The Department of Health and Social Care (DHSC) has extended the following SSPs until Friday 17th April 2026:
1. SSP061: Creon® 10000 gastro-resistant capsules
1. SSP079 - SSP082: Estradot Patches: All strengths (25mcg, 50mcg, 75mcg, and 100mcg)
National Patient Safety Alert: Class 1 Medicines Recall: Quetiapine Oral Suspension
All batches of quetiapine oral suspension products are being recalled due to a potential risk of overdose. This is a safety critical and complex National Patient Safety Alert.

Other updates
1. MHRA Drug Safety Update: GLP-1 receptor agonists and dual GLP-1/GIP receptor agonists: strengthened warnings
1. Special containers: 3 products re-classified from February 2026
1. NHSBSA 'Hints & Tips': Issue 62
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			Community Pharmacy England
Address: 14 Hosier Lane, London EC1A 9LQ
Tel: 0203 1220 810 | Email: comms.team@cpe.org.uk
Copyright © 2026 Community Pharmacy England, All rights reserved.
You are receiving this email because you are subscribed to our newsletters. Community Pharmacy England is the operating name of the Pharmaceutical Services Negotiating Committee (PSNC).
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