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			This newsletter - sent on Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays - contains important information and resources to support community pharmacies across England.









		






			In this update: Pharmacy's vital role highlighted in Parliamentary inquiry; Morrisons pharmacy sales are warning for Government; Stress management and building resilience workshop.
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Community Pharmacy England Committee member, Fin McCaul, highlighted the vital and expanding role of community pharmacies in the national vaccination effort during a detailed evidence session of the House of Commons Health and Social Care Committee's inquiry into UK Vaccination Strategy last week.

Fin told MPs that while pharmacies were being used "quite well" for flu and COVID-19 vaccinations, far greater potential remained untapped. He highlighted strong uptake among ethic minority groups and deprived communities, emphasising that patients visit pharmacies "12 times more than GPs", making them ideal vaccination hubs.

Yet Fin described this winter's rollout as "absolute chaos", citing confusing national messaging and booking system errors that led to frustration for pharmacy teams. He also warned that under investment in primary care, lack of payments for housebound patients, and poor data flow continue to limit pharmacies' impact.

Community Pharmacy England is continuing to press for national action to unlock the full potential of pharmacy-led vaccination. This includes our call for more NHS vaccines to be commissioned through community pharmacy and urging the Government and NHS England to provide clear, consistent national communications around eligibility and campaigns.
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		Read more 






		






			Morrisons in-store pharmacy sales are yet another loud warning signal for Government and the NHS

As reported in the national media, major UK supermarket Morrisons is set to sell dozens of its community pharmacies after concluding that many of its in-store pharmacies are not financially viable.

This news highlights the real economic peril facing pharmacy businesses and the urgent need for sustainable funding. We have issued the following statement in response:
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Read the full response
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Don't miss the stress management and building resilience workshop taking place online on Thursday 26th February 2026, 7.15pm – 9pm.

Offered through our partnership with Pharmacist Support, this workshop will explore wellbeing and building resilience. It will introduce techniques for managing feelings of pressure, including cognitive behavioural therapy (CBT), and encourage participants to identify and build on their strengths, focus on positive thinking and self‑reflection, and provide helpful tips to enhance resilience and wellbeing.

Book here
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The Committee hearing reinforced a simple
truth: pharmacies are already key to
reaching patients who might otherwise miss
out on vaccinations. We saw strong
engagement in deprived and minority
communities this winter despite major
system issues. With better data, investment
and planning, pharmacy can make a major
difference to national vaccination goals.

Fin McCaul Communit
Independent pharmacy owner and Committee + Phqrmacyy
Member at Community Pharmacy England England
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The news that yet another large business is having to sell I
community pharmacies will come as no surprise to those battling
to survive in the current climate. The pressures on pharmacy
businesses are extreme, and this news should be yet another loud
warning signal for Government and the NHS: the impact of the £2

billion annual funding gap, along with other pressures, is leaving
the vast majority of pharmacy businesses in real economic peril.
Without intervention, we will see only more news like this, and
worse. Government must urgently develop a roadmap for
community pharmacy’s future and make immediate progress
towards a sustainable funding model.

= Janet Morrison
Chief Executive
. Community Pharmacy England
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