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			This newsletter - sent on Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays - contains important information and resources to support community pharmacies across England.









		






			In this update: What you need to know on Category H; Childhood Flu Vac Service success story; Out-of-pocket expenses video guide; Supply updates.
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			Community Pharmacy England recently hosted a webinar on the introduction of Category H, a new Part VIIIA category being introduced for drugs with multiple suppliers. Starting in March 2026, the Department of Health and Social Care (DHSC) will transition an initial 11 products from Category C to Category H as part of a phased rollout.

Although Community Pharmacy England objected due to current sector pressures and supply chain risks, the DHSC has decided to impose these changes. The recorded session explains the background, our response to the proposals, and the new price-setting arrangements.

As well as the webinar recording, pharmacy owners and their teams can also learn more in our comprehensive FAQ briefing.









		Watch the webinar and access other resources 
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			Strong operational planning and service design has been important in maximising the success of the new Childhood Flu Vaccination Service, an independent pharmacy owner in the East of England has told us.

In our article, Anil Sharma shares his tips for success with the Childhood Flu Vaccination Service and other vaccinations services, which include offering both walk-in and appointment-based models, maintaining flexibility in staffing, and forecasting demand.

Read the full story
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			As part of our Funding & Reimbursement Shorts  series, Community Pharmacy England's in-house Drug Tariff and regulatory experts have released a new video guide that clarifies how and when to claim for extra costs incurred (such as postage) when obtaining products for supply against NHS prescriptions. 

The latest video explains which products are eligible and how to correctly endorse your claims. It also covers the endorsement and submission process, reminding pharmacy teams to use ‘OOP’ for paper and ‘XP’ for electronic prescriptions, and ensuring paper forms are placed in the red separator when sending to the NHS Business Services Authority (NHSBSA).

Watch the video guide









		






			Dispensing and Supply updates
Medicine Supply Notifications
DHSC has issued supply notifications for the following medicines:
1. Propafenone (Arythmol®)
1. Sodium valproate (Epilim Chronosphere®)

Medicines Recall
The Medicines and Healthcare products Regulatory Agency (MHRA) has issued a Class 3 Medicines Recall for MOVICOL Ease Citrus Powder (Norgine Limited).
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