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			This newsletter - sent on Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays - contains important information and resources to support community pharmacies across England.









		






			In this update: Two weeks left to feed into the 2026 Pressures Survey; Refreshed Special Container Database; Pharmacy IT workstreams update; Pharmacy and General Practice Conference.
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			Community Pharmacy England is waiting to hear from pharmacy owners and pharmacy team members like you.

The 2026 Pharmacy Pressures Survey is entering its final two weeks and we really need your input. Your responses provide the essential evidence needed to show Ministers and the media the true scale of the challenges you face every day.

By sharing your experiences of pressures such as rising costs and medicine supply issues, you help our work to move the sector from a state of crisis toward long term stability and recovery.

If you haven't responded yet, please take a few minutes today to complete the survey and ensure that the reality of your pharmacy's situation is represented in our national evidence base.

🔗Business Owners Survey
🔗Pharmacy Teams Survey









		Read more about this year's survey 






		






			Did you know we have a Special Container Database?
The Community Pharmacy England website contains a Special Container Database enabling pharmacy teams to quickly identify products that have special container status for dispensing purposes.

We have recently revised the entry page to the database to include more information on the Drug Tariff criteria for special containers, explaining when certain items must be supplied in complete packs.
[image: ]
Visit the database









		






			Pharmacy IT workstreams update published as IT group meets
An IT update bulletin has been released ahead of the Community Pharmacy IT Group's (CP ITG) Spring meeting, leading with an update on EPS Patient Nomination Protocols. This follows work by NHS England to revise these protocols, with input from Community Pharmacy England.

Read more
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			The agenda for the first ever Community Pharmacy & General Practice Conference has now been published.

This two-day event aims to bring together pharmacy and general practice leaders to explore integrated care, service innovation, workforce development, and practical ways to strengthen collaboration across primary care. With a range of expert-led sessions and real-world case studies, the conference offers valuable insights for pharmacy teams looking to enhance joint working and patient outcomes.

Community Pharmacy England is supporting the conference and encourages pharmacy owners to register to attend.

Learn more about the conference
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Special Container Database

Our Briefings: Dispensing & Supply

' Supply chain and shortages

 The dispensing process Drug Name Supplier PackSize  Sub-Pack  Special Container Status
Prograf Img capsules Astellas Pharma Ltd 100 capsule Special Container
Prograf Img capsules Astellas PharmaLtd 50 capsule Special Container
Prograf 500microgram capsules  Astellas Pharmaltd 50 capsule Special Container
Prograf 5mg capsules Astellas PharmaLtd 50 capsule Special Container

Dictionary of Medicines and Devices (DM+D).

This database is updated every month and is only valid for that specific month.

Special container details for specific products can also be identified using the NHS Dictionary_of Medicines and Devices
(dme=d).
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