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			This newsletter - sent on Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays - contains important information and resources to support community pharmacies across England.









		






			In this update: Pharmacies described as "lifelines" by MPs; Most price concessions granted since March 2023; Dispensing & Supply updates.
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			Several MPs spoke out in support of community pharmacy this week, recognising their vital role in community healthcare and raising concerns about an increasing trend of pharmacy closures.

During the Parliamentary debate on rural healthcare, community pharmacies were described as "lifelines" and the success of the Pharmacy First initiative praised. However, it was also recognised that sustained pressures on pharmacies themselves means these vital assets are at risk.

Community Pharmacy England’s Director of Communications, Corporate and Public Affairs, Zoe Long, said: “It is good to see this kind of cross-party support for the sector continuing.”









		Read more 
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			The final list of price concessions for February 2026 reached 174 lines, the highest number of concessions granted in almost three years. Community Pharmacy England has described this as a "concerning escalation" in the ongoing medicines supply crisis.

Our Director of Research and Insights, Dr. James Davies, said:
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Read the full statement









		






			Dispensing and Supply updates
Updated Supply Notice: Propranolol 80mg and 160mg modified release capsules
The Department of Health and Social Care (DHSC) has updated its Medicine Supply Notification for Propranolol 80mg and 160mg modified-release (MR) capsules, with both strengths now expected to be out of stock until July 2026. 

Tell me more

Class 2 Medicines Recall: Ramipril 5mg capsules (Crescent Pharma Limited)
The Medicines and Healthcare products Regulatory Agency (MHRA) has issued a recall for one batch of Ramipril 5 mg Capsules (Crescent Pharma Limited), due to a potential packaging error.

More details
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It has been a very worrying start to 2026, with
the highest number of concessions granted
since March 2023. We cannot let this persistent
disruption — which is exacerbating the intense
financial challenges pharmacies are under —
become business as usual.

We continue to watch events in the Middle East
closely, as the impact will likely affect the
availability of some medicines. DHSC needs to
accelerate its plans to give pharmacists more
flexibility to supply alternatives.

Dr. James Davies

Director of Research and Insights + Community}
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