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			This newsletter - sent on Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays - contains important information and resources to support community pharmacies across England.









		






			In this update: Your voice is our strongest evidence; Spring 2026 C-19 vac PGD; Bank holiday opening hours briefing.
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			People from across the sector have been sharing their support for the Pharmacy Pressures Survey and asking colleagues from across the country to respond.

Independent pharmacy owners Dervis Gurol and Sukhi Basra, along with National Pharmacy Association Chief Executive, Henry Gregg, have recorded video messages noting:









		
			"Every response helps Community Pharmacy England build a clearer, stronger picture of what's really happening on the ground."












		
			"We need you to tell us your struggles so that we can represent you in the best possible way."












		
			"The CPE pressure survey will strengthen our hand in the negotiations."












			🎥 Click the image below to watch the full message.
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		Please complete this year's survey 
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			NHS England has authorised and published the National Patient Group Direction (PGD) for the Spring 2026 COVID-19 vaccination programme, with the service due to run from 13th April to 30th June 2026.

The Government plans to the introduce a new legal mechanism for the administration of vaccines – the Vaccine Group Direction – which will continue to enable suitably trained and competent registered and non-registered staff to participate in the programme. Subject to its passage through Parliament, the COVID-19 Vaccine Group Direction for the spring programme is expected to be published on 1st April 2026.

Note, the national booking service and 119 telephone booking service will be open for the public to make bookings from 7th April 2026.

Read more and access the PGD









		






			Briefing: Pharmacy bank holiday opening hours in 2026/2027
Our Regulations Team has published a briefing providing essential guidance on pharmacy opening hour requirements for the remainder of 2026 and in 2027.

Fulfilling opening hour requirements is a key part of pharmacies' Terms of Service, but when there are bank holidays it is not always straightforward to keep track of hours. This updated briefing helps pharmacy owners plan for upcoming public holidays and understand how these and any substitute days affect their contractual obligations.

Read the full Briefing
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Address: 14 Hosier Lane, London EC1A 9LQ
Tel: 0203 1220 810 | Email: comms.team@cpe.org.uk
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