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			This newsletter - sent on Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays - contains important information and resources to support community pharmacies across England.









		






			In this update: Spring C-19 vaccination campaign updates; Identifying free-of-charge items; Check your NHS Parent Organisation Code; How many newsletters would you like us to send a week?
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			The Spring 2026 COVID-19 vaccination campaign begins this month, with vaccinations set to begin from Monday, 13th April. The National Booking Service (NBS) has now opened for appointments so pharmacy owners are strongly advised to load their available appointment slots onto the system.

Looking ahead, the Government has confirmed the eligibility criteria for the Autumn/Winter 2026/27 programme, which remains consistent with previous campaigns. Pharmacy owners may therefore wish to utilise the current spring window to inform eligible patients that they can return to the pharmacy starting 1st October 2026 to receive both their COVID-19 and adult flu vaccinations.









		Read further guidance and service details 






		






			Updated factsheet: Free-of-charge (FOC) items
We have updated our 'Dispensing Factsheet: Free-of-charge (FOC) items' to support pharmacy teams in identifying when items should be supplied free-of-charge on NHS prescriptions in England. The factsheet outlines the key categories of FOC supply, including contraceptives, items correctly endorsed ‘FS’ for the treatment of sexually transmitted infections (STIs) and tuberculosis (TB), and other specific scenarios such as items prescribed to recently released prisoners.
 
It also highlights the distinction between contraceptives listed in Part XVI and Part IXA of the Drug Tariff, which are automatically treated as FOC, and those not listed, where the correct prescriber endorsement is required. Pharmacy teams are encouraged to review the updated resource to support accurate prescription processing.

Access the factsheet









		






			Pharmacy owners with more than one premises: Do you know your NHS POC code?
The NHS Parent Organisation Code (POC) helps ensure NHS records about your pharmacy business are accurate and consistent. Pharmacy owners with multiple premises are encouraged to verify that all sites are correctly linked to their POC to support reliable reporting to the NHS.

Our short article explains what the POC is, why it’s important, and how to check your details. 

Tell me more
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			From our website to webinars, email newsletters and in-person events, there are a whole host of ways that we regularly communicate and engage with pharmacy owners and their teams. Help us improve the way we keep you informed by sharing your thoughts!









		
			How many newsletters would you like us to send a week?












			Please click one answer below [image: Backhand index pointing down]









		
			1. Once weekly round-up
1. Two a week
1. Keep sending three a week
1. Daily












			And if you can spare a little longer, please complete our communications survey.
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			Community Pharmacy England
Address: 14 Hosier Lane, London EC1A 9LQ
Tel: 0203 1220 810 | Email: comms.team@cpe.org.uk
Copyright © 2026 Community Pharmacy England, All rights reserved.
You are receiving this email because you are subscribed to our newsletters. Community Pharmacy England is the operating name of the Pharmaceutical Services Negotiating Committee (PSNC).
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