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	This daily update contains important information for community pharmacy teams about the ongoing response to the COVID-19 pandemic.


In today's update: Ordering lateral flow devices for staff testing; AMS virtual event; end of Smartcard access to MYS portal; pharmacy inclusivity plan.

Reminder: ordering more lateral flow devices for staff testing
Last week NHS England and NHS Improvement (NHSE&I) announced that all primary care contractors, including pharmacy contractors, would be invited to place their second round of orders for lateral flow devices (LFDs). 

NHSE&I has advised contractors to place their orders on the PCSE portal by Sunday 21st March to receive the delivery as soon as possible in the following weeks.

Learn more about how to order lateral flow devices

Further information is available in the FAQs section below.

Book now for AMS virtual event

The Public Health England (PHE) English Surveillance Programme for Antimicrobial Utilisation and Resistance (ESPAUR) team will be hosting a virtual event on antimicrobial stewardship (AMS) on Tuesday 30th March 2021 at 7pm.
The 90-minute event (7-8.30pm), which will be held on Microsoft Teams, will focus on shared learning from community pharmacists who have been using the TARGET antibiotic checklist and other AMS tools in community pharmacy.
Learn more about this event
 
Reminder: Smartcard access to MYS portal coming to an end

PSNC wants to remind contractors that from 18 April 2021 you will not be able to access the Manage Your Service (MYS) portal using an NHS Smartcard and that Smartcard users must register to access MYS using their NHSmail login credentials before 11.59pm on Sunday 18 April 2021.

Read more about the end of Smartcard access to MYS

To find out about setting up an NHSmail account, visit PSNC’s NHSmail webpage.
 
Reminder: pharmacy inclusivity plan
PSNC wants to remind contractors that last week NHSE&I, the Royal Pharmaceutical Society (RPS), and the Association of Pharmacy Technicians UK (APTUK) published a national plan outlining how the pharmacy sector can work together to embed inclusive practice into patient care. 

Read the Joint Plan for Inclusive Pharmacy Practice in England
	Have you seen our latest FAQs?


PSNC's website has a large number of answers to queries posed by pharmacy contractors, their teams, and LPCs; these are updated on a regular basis. Recent additions include:
Q. How should staff report the results of their lateral flow tests?
Recording of all results (positive, negative, invalid) from lateral flow devices is a statutory requirement. The results from the lateral flow antigen test for primary care staff will be documented at home by the individual using the NHS Digital online platform. Staff can access the NHS Digital platform on www.gov.uk/report-covid19-result
Q. Is there any action regarding reporting lateral flow test results for primary care employers? 
There is no action for primary care employers to report results, as these will be reported to Public Health England (PHE) by each member of staff individually, in line with statutory requirements for COVID-19 reporting. Primary care contractors should encourage their staff members to test twice weekly and report their results.
Q. What happens if staff get a positive lateral flow test result? 
Staff should inform their manager of a positive result in the normal way. Staff should arrange a confirmatory PCR test via the established testing routes. They and their household should self-isolate as set out in government guidance.
Keep up-to-date on COVID-19 with our hub page: psnc.org.uk/coronavirus
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