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	This daily update contains important information for community pharmacy teams about the ongoing response to the COVID-19 pandemic.


In today's update: COVID-19 lockdown anniversary; Terms of Service changes for DSPs; PCSE expanding pharmacy application services; free CPCS training.

COVID-19 lockdown anniversary

Today marks exactly a year from the announcement of the first lockdown in England. ​PSNC was pleased to hear the Prime Minister today thanking pharmacists for their work during the pandemic, and wishes to extend its thanks to all those who work in community pharmacies. Pharmacies have made a vital contribution to the health and wellbeing of patients, and of local communities, throughout the COVID-19 pandemic.

#Pharmacy24 on 7th April will be a great way for pharmacy teams to share more about the work they have been doing to support their patients. PSNC and others will be supporting this event.
Despite having spent an extra £400m so far to deliver NHS care in a Covid-safe way, community pharmacies are still waiting for these costs to be covered. PSNC continues to make the case to the Government that the advance payments provided to pharmacy contractors must be written off against their costs. 
Learn more about PSNC's work to brief MPs on COVID-19 costs
Terms of Service changes for DSPs

From 1st April 2021, the NHS Terms of Service require Distance Selling Premises (DSP) pharmacies to have a website that includes content promoting healthy lifestyles.

In November last year, the National Health Service (Charges and Pharmaceutical and Local Pharmaceutical Services) (Amendment) Regulations 2020 introduced new requirements detailed in fourteen PSNC Regs Explainer articles.

One set of changes concerned the Healthy Living Pharmacy Level 1 (HLP) requirements, specifically the promotion of healthy lifestyles. 

Learn more about these Terms of Service changes for DSPs



PCSE expanding pharmacy application services

Primary Care Support England (PCSE) provides administrative and support services to community pharmacies and other primary care providers on behalf of NHS England and NHS Improvement (NHSE&I). PCSE already processes market entry applications and will shortly be expanding its services to also manage consolidation applications - when two pharmacies in the same Health and Wellbeing Board area wish to merge in one existing site.
Due to this expansion of services, PCSE is changing the name of its Market Entry Service to Pharmacy Market Management Services (PMMS) from 31st March 2021. Pharmacy contractors will be able to make consolidation applications from this date via the online portal. The portal also contains information from the NHS Pharmacy Manual (which outlines the application procedures) and PSNC guidance.
Reminder: Have you booked your free CPCS training?

PSNC wants to remind contractors that the Royal Pharmaceutical Society (RPS) and the Royal College of General Practitioners (RCGP) are providing free Community Pharmacist Consultation Service (CPCS) workshops for pharmacists.

The workshops, funded by NHS England and NHS Improvement (NHSE&I), via Health Education England (HEE), will help pharmacists to build their confidence and practice the skills they need to help people when providing the CPCS. 
Find out how you can book your free place 
Keep up-to-date on COVID-19 with our hub page: psnc.org.uk/coronavirus

	







			







		Pharmaceutical Services Negotiating Committee
[image: 5acd9cf1-bdba-4039-b74f-638b444ff5d8.png] [image: e1475f6b-1081-4509-ab25-9cd7f83d26b2.png] [image: cd088afd-0ac0-4498-8ed1-e4199bf882ce.png] [image: f5c0845f-f39c-425d-8d3c-deff11493c50.png]
14 Hosier Lane, London, EC1A 9LQ
Tel: 0203 1220 810 | Email: info@psnc.org.uk

	






image3.png




image4.png
Linked [





image5.png




image6.png




image1.jpeg




image2.png




