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	This daily update contains important information for community pharmacy teams about the ongoing response to the COVID-19 pandemic.


In today's update: C-19 test distribution service; Flu Vaccination Service 2020/21; #Pharmacy24 event; NHS Test & Trace research.

C-19 test distribution service - have you signed up yet?

Community pharmacy contractors are encouraged to sign up for the NHS community pharmacy COVID-19 lateral flow device distribution service (Pharmacy Collect), as soon as possible following the Prime Minister’s announcement of the service in the Number 10 press conference yesterday.

Contractors who sign up to provide the service by 18th April 2021 will receive £450 + VAT in up-front payments for the service, in addition to the £1.50 service fee for each transaction undertaken.

Learn more about Pharmacy Collect


Flu Vaccination Service 2020/21 - early figures in

Community pharmacy teams proved that they can deliver once again by administering over 2.6 million flu vaccinations under the national Flu Vaccination Service in 2020/21, although the total number will be even higher as some pharmacy teams have not used the electronic systems to record administration of vaccines. This is a significant increase on the 1.7 million vaccines administered in community pharmacies last year.

Commenting on the end-of-season figures, PSNC CEO Simon Dukes said: 

“To achieve this sort of year-on-year growth in any circumstances would be impressive, but to do so during a pandemic, alongside the severe financial pressures contractors are under, while continuing to dispense a billion prescriptions and offer healthcare advice to more than a million people every week, is nothing short of phenomenal."

View further statistics on the 2020/21 service
 

Reminder: #Pharmacy24 social media event

PSNC wants to remind contractors that #Pharmacy24, a social media event celebrating the work of pharmacy is due to take place tomorrow, Wednesday 7th April 2021.

During the 24-hour period, anyone working in the pharmacy sector is invited to share examples of how they support patients across all social media platforms with the hashtag #Pharmacy24. This year’s themes are pharmacy’s role in the pandemic and diversity within the sector.

PSNC has created some social media templates to make it easier for busy pharmacy teams and LPCs to get involved.

Social media templates for pharmacy teams
 

Participate in NHS Test & Trace research on Pharmacy Collect

Following the launch of Pharmacy Collect (see above), NHS Test and Trace are seeking volunteers from pharmacy teams to help them understand:
· how pharmacies perform as another convenient way for the public to receive their lateral flow device (LFD) self-test kits; and
· pharmacies’ needs and any potential barriers for supplying LFD test kits and reporting the collection of them via MYS.
This research will be undertaken via a 45-minute remote video interview. Participants will be provided with more information before the session and they will receive a £40 voucher in recognition of the time they have given to support the work.

Complete the NHS Test and Trace survey
Keep up-to-date on COVID-19 with our hub page: psnc.org.uk/coronavirus
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