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	This daily update contains important information for community pharmacy teams about the ongoing response to the COVID-19 pandemic.


In today's update: HEE workforce survey; PCN Leads survey; April DND list additions; Medicine Supply Notifications.

HEE workforce survey to start in early May

Health Education England (HEE) is repeating its Community Pharmacy Workforce Survey across England. This survey has been commissioned to better understand the numbers and skill mix in the community pharmacy workforce and inform planning and future investment in education. Data collection from pharmacy contractors is planned to start on 4th May 2021. 

HEE plans to work towards a yearly data collection from 2022, with this process set to inform the future planning and funding in relation to the development of the community pharmacy workforce across the NHS in England. It will also inform the deliverables of the NHS People Plan.
Learn more about the HEE workforce survey
Community pharmacy PCN Leads: please share your views

PSNC wants to remind community pharmacy Private Care Network (PCN) Leads to complete the PCN Lead survey before the deadline on 14th April 2021. This survey will help PSNC better understand PCN Leads' experience of meeting the PCN-focussed activities in the Pharmacy Quality Scheme (PQS) Part 2 2020/21 ahead of future negotiations with the Department of Health and Social Care (DHSC) and NHS England and NHS Improvement (NHSE&1).

Complete the PCN Lead survey

Reminder: 35 products added to the April 2021 DND list

PSNC wants to remind contractors that a further 35 new products entered the list of ‘Drugs for which Discount is Not Deducted’ (DND) in Part II of the Drug Tariff this month. This takes the total number of products granted DND status over the past 12 months to over 300 following checks made by PSNC.

Learn about how discount deduction works
Medicine Supply Notifications

The DHSC has issued Medicine Supply Notifications for the following items:
· Trifluoperazine 1mg/5ml syrup
· Haloperidol 5mg/5ml sugar-free oral solution
· Diamorphine hydrochloride powder, 5mg and 10mg ampoules 
	Have you seen our latest FAQs?


PSNC's website has a large number of answers to queries posed by pharmacy contractors, their teams, and LPCs; these are updated on a regular basis. Recent additions include:
Q. Will contractors incur a surcharge if they order test kits from Alliance Healthcare, but they are not the pharmacy’s main wholesaler?
No. There will be no surcharges incurred against orders for test kits.
Q. Do I need to maintain a record of stock received other than on MYS?
Yes. Contractors should maintain a record of stock received from wholesalers. This will need to be retained for six months from the date on which the stock was delivered to the pharmacy. A template is available for use on the C-19 lateral flow device distribution service webpage.
Q. If I am ordering test kits from more than one source, are there any additional points to consider?
Yes. Where a contractor orders test kits from multiple wholesalers, they are advised to store kits from different wholesalers separately or to have some way to identify which stock has come from which wholesaler. This is to enable contractors to identify which stock may be affected in the event of a product recall linked to a lot supplied from a particular wholesaler.

Q. If I supply, as one transaction, four boxes of test kits to a person requesting kits for four people, do I get paid four transaction fees?
No, a transaction fee is paid for each transaction, not each box of test kits supplied. A transaction can include the supply of up to four test kits.
Keep up-to-date on COVID-19 with our hub page: psnc.org.uk/coronavirus
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