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	This daily update contains important information for community pharmacy teams about the ongoing response to the COVID-19 pandemic.


	In today's update: PSNC CEO's April video message; early sign-up fee deadline for C-19 test distribution service; collaborative working between pharmacy group and gym.

PSNC CEO's April video message

In his latest video message to the sector, PSNC Chief Executive Simon Dukes praises how community pharmacy teams have stepped up to provide the new NHS community pharmacy C-19 lateral flow device distribution service (Pharmacy Collect); citing this service as further evidence of how pharmacies have embraced the chance to support the pandemic response.

Simon also reiterates PSNC’s call for the Government and NHS to cover the costs that community pharmacies have incurred during the C-19 pandemic and the need for fair funding for their future role.

Watch Simon's video message here
 
Early sign-up fee deadline for C-19 test distribution service approaches

Community pharmacy contractors who have not yet signed up to the C-19 test distribution service, but intend to do so, should be aware that there is an early sign-up fee (of £200 + VAT) for those who sign up to provide the service by Sunday 18th April 2021. This is in addition to the one-off set up fee of £250 + VAT.

PSNC has published a number of resources to support contractors with the implementation and delivery of this service. These resources can be accessed on our C-19 lateral flow device distribution service webpage.
 
COVID-19 vacs: collaborative working between Crest Pharmacy Group and PureGym

Whilst only small numbers of community pharmacy-led vaccination sites have been able to open so far, from them we are hearing incredible stories about how local stakeholders have collaborated to support the COVID-19 vaccination programme, including that of Crest Pharmacy Group and PureGym.


After taking up the national gym chain's offer to use their venues as C-19 vaccination sites, Crest Pharmacy has administered more than 4,000 vaccinations at an accessible and spacious town centre venue.  

Read more about the collaboration between Crest Pharmacy Group and PureGym
 
	Have you seen our latest FAQs?


PSNC's website has a large number of answers to queries posed by pharmacy contractors, their teams, and LPCs; these are updated on a regular basis. Recent additions on the NHS community pharmacy COVID-19 lateral flow device distribution service include:
Q. Are the key points of advice required to be provided to a person each time that they collect test kits?
The key points of advice must be provided to a person collecting test kits when they indicate that this is their first collection. On subsequent collections, pharmacy teams can exercise their discretion to decide whether all points need to be covered, for example, having determined whether the person had any problems using the tests or any outstanding questions. It is, however, important to remind people of the importance of reporting their results, whether positive or negative.
Q. If the person requesting test kits does not answer the questions specified in the service specification, can they still be provided with the test kits?

No.
Q. If the family, household, or school bubble is larger than four people, can more than four boxes be provided in a single transaction?
No. The maximum number of boxes that can be provided in a single transaction is four. Where the family, household, or school bubble is larger than four people, further supplies would need to be made as a separate transaction and at the discretion of the pharmacist.

Further information can be found on PSNC's C-19 test distribution service webpage



Keep up-to-date on COVID-19 with our hub page: psnc.org.uk/coronavirus
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