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	This daily update contains important information for community pharmacy teams about the ongoing response to the COVID-19 pandemic.


	In today's update: Hepatitis C testing service case study; Amantadine price re-determination; April CEO video; Budesonide and C-19 alert; Ramadan C-19 resources.
 
Hepatitis C Testing supporting local case finding

The Community Pharmacy Hepatitis C Antibody Testing Service is focused on the provision
of point-of-care testing for Hepatitis C antibodies to people who inject illicit substances and are not currently receiving treatment for their drug use.

Though contractors who provide a needle and syringe programme (NSP) are best placed to provide this service, a pharmacy in South Shields (Carters Chemist) that did not provide an NSP has worked locally with their LPC, the Operational Delivery Network based at a Hospital in Newcastle upon Tyne and other stakeholders to successfully test a high number of patients.

Learn how Carters Chemist achieved this 
 
Amantadine price re-determination

The Department of Health and Social Care (DHSC) has redetermined the Category M price for Amantadine 100mg capsules in the April 2021 Drug Tariff.
The Part VIIIA Basic Price published in the April 2021 Drug Tariff for Amantadine 100mg capsules (56) is now £26.34 instead of £11.25.
Following the usual quarterly Category M pricing cycle, this will be the new Tariff price for April to June 2021.
PSNC CEO video update: April 2021

In his latest video message to the sector, PSNC Chief Executive Simon Dukes praises how community pharmacy teams have stepped up to provide the new NHS community pharmacy C-19 lateral flow device distribution service (Pharmacy Collect) and reiterates PSNC’s call for the Government and NHS to cover the costs that community pharmacies have incurred during the C-19 pandemic. This is part of a monthly video update series from the PSNC CEO.

Watch Simon's video message here
 
Alert: inhaled Budesonide for adults with C-19
A Central Alert System (CAS) alert has been issued containing guidance for prescribers in primary care and community pharmacies in relation to the therapeutic use of inhaled budesonide in adults (50 years and over) with C-19. This is the first COVID-19 treatment for use in the UK within a community setting.
 
Read the C-19 Therapeutic Alert

Ramadan C-19 resources for pharmacy teams

PSNC has outlined some questions that pharmacy teams could be asked during Ramadan (which began earlier this month) and has prepared answers to these questions. PSNC has also highlighted resources that pharmacy teams may find helpful to use or signpost patients to during Ramadan. 

See the Q&As and resources




Keep up-to-date on COVID-19 with our hub page: psnc.org.uk/coronavirus
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