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	This daily update contains important information for community pharmacy teams about the ongoing response to the COVID-19 pandemic.


	In today's update: RSG announces engagement events; community pharmacy workforce survey; C-19 vacs advice for under 40s; guidance on Data Security Toolkit.

RSG announces series of engagement events
 
The community pharmacy Review Steering Group (RSG) has issued an update and announced a series of stakeholder engagement events as part of its remit to take forward work following recommendations made in the Independent Review of Community Pharmacy Contractor Representation and Support: Providing best value for contractors.

In mid-March, The Berkeley Partnership was appointed by the RSG as programme management advisers to refine the scope of the programme, create the programme plan and develop the stakeholder engagement approach.

Since then, the RSG has been working with The Berkeley Partnership to agree a set of overarching principles to govern the design and implementation of the upcoming change programme. The work has included development of a proposed high-level roadmap of activity to identify the order in which things need to happen for the sector to successfully embed the change.
This is a complex programme and there has been a huge amount of work taking place in the background over the past two months to further refine the project scope, and develop the draft programme plan, approach, key milestones and stakeholder engagement plan.
Now that the RSG has created a draft set of principles and a draft roadmap, it wants to seek the views of LPCs and the Contractor Forum, as well as engaging with the trade bodies. 
Find out more about the RSG engagement events
 
FAQs on the HEE workforce survey
The 2021 Health Education England (HEE) Community Pharmacy Workforce Survey commenced today.
PSNC encourages all pharmacy contractors to participate in this voluntary survey, as the results will help inform the future planning and funding in relation to the development of the community pharmacy workforce across the NHS in England.
The data from the previous workforce survey has also been used to the benefit of contractors by PSNC and LPCs in local and national negotiations on the development of community pharmacy services.

The Services Team at PSNC has produced a set of FAQs about the survey.

See the full list of FAQs
New advice on COVID-19 vaccination for people aged under 40

The Joint Committee on Vaccination and Immunisation (JCVI) has issued new advice on the use of the COVID-19 Oxford/AstraZeneca vaccine for people under 40 years of age. 
The JCVI has advised a preference for adults aged 30 to 39 without underlying health conditions to receive an alternative to the Oxford/AstraZeneca vaccine where available, as long as this does not cause substantial delays in being vaccinated. This follows the decision on 7th April to offer a preference for adults aged under 30. 
However, anyone who has already had a first dose of the Oxford/AstraZeneca vaccine should receive a second dose of the same jab, irrespective of age, except for the very small number of people who experienced blood clots with low platelet counts from their first vaccination.  
Read the JCVI statement in full
Data Security and Protection Toolkit: PSNC guidance

Contractors are reminded that the Data Security and Protection Toolkit for 2020/21, used to make a pharmacy’s information governance (IG) declaration, must be completed by 30th June 2021.

PSNC has collaborated with NHS Digital and PMR suppliers to keep the workload for the Toolkit manageable, and recently published a suite of guidance to help contractors complete the Toolkit. Our data security hub and collection of templates and policies have also been updated to align with the new toolkit and the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic.
Download PSNC's IG Toolkit guidance



Keep up-to-date on COVID-19 with our hub page: psnc.org.uk/coronavirus
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