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	This daily update contains important information for community pharmacy teams about the ongoing response to the COVID-19 pandemic.


	In today's update: DMS Declaration of Competence; ordering method for staff C-19 tests; PSNC updates payment tracker tool.

Have you completed the DMS Declaration of Competence?

Pharmacists and pharmacy technicians must complete the Discharge Medicines Service (DMS) Declaration of Competence (DoC) before providing DMS, which became an Essential service earlier this year.

Even pharmacies not yet receiving referrals from hospitals should be ready to provide the service, which includes ensuring staff have completed the relevant training and are competent to offer the service.

As a minimum, pharmacists and pharmacy technicians should read the DMS section of the NHS England and NHS Improvement guidance on the regulations and the DMS toolkit.

Find out more about the DMS DoC

Distribution arrangements for staff COVID testing

NHS England and NHS Improvement (NHSE&I) recently announced new arrangements for distributing COVID-19 Lateral Flow Devices (LFDs) to pharmacy team members. Previously, pharmacy contractors ordered LFD test kits from the Primary Care Support England portal. But staff should now order test kits for asymptomatic staff testing here.

Learn more about staff testing

Updates to PSNC's payment timetable and deadline tracker

PSNC has updated its payment timetable and deadline tracker to include details of the COVID costs claims process. It also now reflects the deadline extensions to the Pandemic Delivery Service and the NHS community pharmacy COVID-19 lateral flow device distribution service (Pharmacy Collect).

See PSNC's payment timetable and deadline tracker



Keep up-to-date on COVID-19 with our hub page: psnc.org.uk/coronavirus
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