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	This newsletter from PSNC is sent on Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays. It contains important information for those that work in the community pharmacy sector.

In this update: PSNC Pharmacy Pressures Survey launched; SCR Alert Viewer research; Herts LPC vacancy; FAQs on the Hypertension Case-Finding Advanced service.

Complete PSNC’s Pharmacy Pressures Survey
PSNC is increasingly hearing from pharmacy teams who are struggling to cope with ongoing financial and operational pressures, and who are concerned about the impact that the strain on the sector will ultimately have on patients.   

We are continuing to raise this with policy-makers, making clear the consequences that their decisions are having. To further support those discussions, we have today launched two surveys to gather more data on the pressures that everyone working in community pharmacy is under and the impact that this is having.  

These surveys will give PSNC a snapshot of the scale of the problems and the survey results will be used in our ongoing discussions with NHS England & NHS Improvement (NHSE&I) and the Department of Health and Social Care (DHSC). They will also help us to continue to make pharmacy’s case in our conversations with MPs, Ministers and through the national media.  

There are two separate surveys, one for Pharmacy business owners/head office representatives, and the other for Pharmacy teams.

Find out more about PSNC's Pharmacy Pressures Survey 

Take part in SCR Alert Viewer research
NHS Digital would like to invite community pharmacy governance persons to share their views on several changes planned to the Summary Care Record (SCR) Alert Viewer. Those interested in giving feedback will be invited to join a short ten-minute call at a time convenient to them. 

To volunteer to take part, please complete this short registration form


Hertfordshire LPC vacancy
Community Pharmacy Hertfordshire is looking to recruit a Deputy Chief Officer who will be responsible for supporting the delivery and development of NHS contracts and services from Hertfordshire pharmacy contractors, and supporting the Chief Officer in all aspects of their role.

This full-time position is an opportunity for an experienced pharmacist leader to build on the work of the previous Deputy CEO.

For more information about this job visit hertslpc.org.uk
  
	Have you seen our latest FAQs?


PSNC's website has a large number of answers to queries posed by pharmacy contractors, their teams, and LPCs; these are updated on a regular basis. Recent additions on the Hypertension Case-Finding Service include:

Q. When providing the Hypertension Case-Finding Service, can the pharmacy just provide clinic checks and not Ambulatory Blood Pressure Monitoring (ABPM)?
A. No. The service requires that the pharmacy must be able to offer both stages of the service (clinic checks and ABPM).

Q. Are there any additional requirements to consider beyond those of the Terms of Service for our consultation room?
A. Yes, the consultation room should also comply with the following requirements:
1. when measuring blood pressure, the patient must be able to rest their arm on a table/bench at a suitable height; and
1. there must be IT equipment accessible within the consultation room to allow contemporaneous records of the consultations provided as part of this service to be made.

Q. We have a BP monitor described as recommended by NICE but it is not validated by the British and Irish Hypertension Society. Can we use this for the clinic service?
A. No. Blood pressure monitors used to provide the service must be validated by the British and Irish Hypertension Society.

Further information can be found on PSNC Hypertension Case-Finding Service webpage.
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