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			This newsletter - sent on Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays - contains important information and resources to support community pharmacies across England.







		




			In this update: Pharmacy First confirmed to start on 31st January; Round-up of Pharmacy First support and resources; Watch our Category M webinar; Dispensing and Supply updates.







		




			Pharmacy First start date confirmed as 31st January
NHS England has written to community pharmacies and general practices to confirm that the Pharmacy First service will commence next week on Wednesday 31st January 2024.

The letter also states that, from 31st January, pharmacy teams will have access to a new Pharmacy First IT module in their chosen clinical services IT system.

Commenting on the announcement, our CEO Janet Morrison said:
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		Read more 




		




			Pharmacy First: Round-up ahead of 31st January Drop-in sessions
We will be hosting a series of online drop-in sessions around the launch date of the Pharmacy First service to assist pharmacy owners and their teams with any queries they may have about the service. The drop-in sessions will be held online at 1-2pm on specific dates between 29th January and 8th February.

How to join the drop-in sessions

Updated informational resources
This week we updated our implementation checklists for pharmacy owners pharmacists, developed a template letter/email to introduce GP practices to the service, and published videos talking you through each of the clinical pathways.

Learn more and view the resources

Promotional materials
Ahead of a public PR campaign from the NHS, we have released a series of resources to help pharmacies promote the new Pharmacy First service to patients. Our new Dropbox folder allows you to easily download the latest versions of some or all of the following resources:
1. Posters for display within pharmacies and more general use;
1. Social media tiles and suggested social media posts;
1. Videos and digital screen graphics;
1. Small flyers; and
1. A template local press release for the Pharmacy First launch.

Download the Pharmacy First promotional resources
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Pharmacy owners can now watch a recording of our recent webinar about Drug Tariff Category M and retained margin on-demand.
Around 500 people registered for the webinar held earlier this week, which aimed to provide pharmacy owners with a better understanding of the processes behind the delivery of margin, our work in this area, and how Category M fits into wider funding mechanisms. Approximately 70% of attendees told us that they found it quite or very useful.

As we have been arguing for many months, the current community pharmacy funding envelope is not large enough to support the existing network of pharmacies sustainably. We are pressing DHSC very hard to protect pharmacy owners from pricing shocks and we have shared the feedback received during this webinar with them in full. At our upcoming meeting, Committee Members will be considering whether radical change is needed in the way margin is delivered to pharmacies.

Click here to view an on-demand version of the webinar







		




			Dispensing and Supply updates 
Reimbursement of Riluzole and Rilutek® tablets for January 2024
Following supplier list price changes, the Department of Health and Social Care (DHSC) has clarified that increased reimbursement prices will apply to NHS prescriptions for Riluzole 50mg tablets (Part VIIIA Category A) and Rilutek® 50mg tablets dispensed in January 2024.
See the actual reimbursement prices

Medicine Supply Notification: Norethisterone (Noriday® )
DHSC has issued a medicine supply notification for Norethisterone (Noriday®) 350microgram tablets, which are out of stock until mid-February 2024. Alternative progestogen-only oral contraceptives remain available and can support increased demand.
Find out more about this
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It is good news that the Pharmacy First service will be ce as planned on 3lst
January: pharmacy owners and teams have been working |ncred|b|y hard to get ready for this
and for pharmacy businesses, there is a critical need to get this additional funding flowing.
We know that implementation has been and will continue to be a challenge, and there will still
be more work to do ahead of next week and as the service is implemented.

We are clear that the NHS cannot launch new services without appropriate IT being in place,
so it has been good to see the collaborative effort to get this ready pay off, and we look
forward to the ongoing improvements to systems that will roll out through February. We will
of course be monitoring the launch and roll out of the service carefully over the coming
months and beyond.

While we don’t expect a large number of people to be walking in for Pharmacy First
consultations on day one of the service — as behaviour change takes time and effort to bring
about — January 31st will be a significant and historic day for community pharmacy.
Pharmacy First represents the first significant investment in the sector for many years and
will put us on a stronger footing for the future. L

Janet Morrison .
CEO of Community Pharmacy England

Read the full news story on our website:  cpe.org.uk @ComPharmEngland Community Pharmacy England
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