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			This newsletter - sent on Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays - contains important information and resources to support community pharmacies across England.







		




			In this update: Pharmacy Contraception Service: Last day to opt in; Joint call to combat AMR; Pharmacy First FAQs; Midazolam supply update.
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			Pharmacy owners providing the Tier 1 (on-going supply) Pharmacy Contraception Service (PCS), who have not yet confirmed they are ready to provide the expanded service (i.e. initiation and repeat supply), have until 11.59pm tomorrow (Thursday 29th February 2024) to opt-in to the service by making a declaration on the NHS Business Service Authority’s (NHSBSA) Manage Your Service portal.

Any pharmacies providing the Tier 1 service who do not opt-in by 11.59pm tomorrow will be automatically deregistered from the service (and will be informed of this by NHSBSA).

Additionally, updated printable and digital posters are now available to assist pharmacy owners in promoting the PCS.







		Read more and download new PCS promotional resources 




		






			Coalition calls for testing to tackle threat of AMR
Community Pharmacy England has joined a new coalition of industry and health charities, led by the British In Vitro Diagnostics Association (BIVDA) and former Health Minister Maggie Throup MP, to highlight missed opportunities to tackle Antimicrobial Resistance (AMR).

This cross-sector alliance is calling on the Government and the NHS to take action and implement key recommendations on the use of point-of-care testing (POCT) to combat AMR. The coalition is concerned about the delays in adopting this proven diagnostic technology, which can help reduce unnecessary antibiotic prescribing. 

Our Director of NHS Services, Alastair Buxton, said:
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		Read more, including the cross-sector statement 
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			Our website has many answers to queries posed by pharmacy owners, their teams, and LPCs; these are updated on a regular basis. One of the most recent additions to our Pharmacy First FAQ webpage is:







		
			Q. When should the clinical record be made?

Pharmacy owners must adhere to defined standards of record keeping, ensuring the consultation record is made on the same day that it occurs unless exceptional circumstances apply.

Pharmacists wanting to update their knowledge of best practice record keeping can access the CPPE Documenting in patient clinical records e-learning programme.

Making contemporaneous records at the time of the consultation is the expectation of pharmacists providing the service. This not only meets expected professional standards, but it also supports timely provision of data to the patient’s general practice, which will also become available to view by other pharmacists providing a consultation to the patient, should they need to seek further support in due course.










		Further information can be found on our Pharmacy First FAQ page 




		




			Medicine Supply Notification: Midazolam (Epistatus® ) 5mg/0.5ml oromucosal solution pre-filled oral syringes
The Department of Health and Social Care (DHSC) has issued a medicine supply notification for Midazolam (Epistatus®) 5mg/0.5ml oromucosal solution pre-filled oral syringes, which are currently out of stock. The resupply date is yet to be confirmed, but the 5mg/1ml variant remains available. Relevant information and advice for pharmacy teams is highlighted in our news story.

Find out more
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Community Pharmacy England is keen to explore
how the Pharmacy First service can be
expanded to provide more support for patients,
while maintaining excellent antimicrobial
stewardship. Proof of concept pilots have
already demonstrated that community
pharmacies can safely and effectively provide .
C-Reactive Protein testing using POCT testing
technology, so a logical development would be
piloting community pharmacist management of
lower respiratory tract infections.
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