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			This newsletter - sent on Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays - contains important information and resources to support community pharmacies across England.







		




			In this update: MPs call for more support for pharmacies; Our recent press work; Out of pocket expense payment for Cefuroxime 5% eye drops.







		




			MPs demand more support for pharmacies from Minister
MPs from various parties have called on the Health Secretary, Victoria Atkins MP, to address the acute funding crisis in community pharmacies.

Whilst taking the opportunity to welcome the introduction of the Pharmacy First service, a letter co-signed by 13 MPs makes clear that pharmacies cannot relieve further pressure on other parts of the health service unless they receive appropriate investment and support. 

The cross-party letter was co-ordinated by Community Pharmacy England following a Parliamentary drop-in event held last month on the Pharmacy First service. The well attended event showcased the value of the new service while also highlighting the critical financial and operational pressures facing community pharmacies to Parliamentarians and their teams. 

Our Chief Executive Janet Morrison said: 
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		Read the letter, including our CEO's full statement 
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			What we've shared with the press lately...
We regularly brief journalists and provide press statements to ensure that the voice of community pharmacy is heard. This has led to an increased interest from publications seeking our comments and interviews on critical issues for the sector, such as pharmacy closures, rising costs, and problems with medicine supply.

In order to reach as wide an audience as possible, we regularly engage with both national and regional press outlets. Recently, we helped coordinate an article entitled 'I run a pharmacy and we're struggling to cope' with iNews. This piece highlighted the challenges faced by pharmacy owners and featured commentary from our East of England regional representative, Anil Sharma. Another of our regional representatives, Sami Hanna from the North East, was interviewed on Planet Radio just before Easter to discuss pharmacy closures in his region.
Here are some other press statements we have issued recently:
1. Describing the desperate state of pharmacies as part of our evidence to the Health Select Committee inquiry;
1. Calling for urgent relief in our response to the Spring Budget; and
1. Addressing the fight for survival in our comment one month into the Pharmacy First service (published by iNews).







		View our Press Statement index 




		




			Out-of-pocket expense payment for unlicensed Cefuroxime 5% eye drops preservative free
Following representations made by Community Pharmacy England on behalf of pharmacy owners, an additional £50 out-of-pocket expense payment will automatically be applied to NHS prescriptions for Cefuroxime 5% eye drops preservative free from March 1st, 2024.

This payment is intended to cover the delivery and handling charges incurred by pharmacies due to the unique requirements of these eye drops. It will also be backdated to cover prescriptions submitted as dispensed between April 2023 and February 2024.

Learn more
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The signatories of this letter, as well as the many other
MPs who attended the event, know that the financial
pressures facing pharmacies are extreme and show no
sign of improving. It is imperative that we continue to
make the case to Government Ministers that the sector
is far from thriving and is in fact close to damage and
change beyond all recognition.

Janet Morrison
Chief Executive
Community Pharmacy England + Community
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