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			This newsletter - sent on Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays - contains important information and resources to support community pharmacies across England.







		




			In this update: Pharmacy First thresholds; Rivaroxaban tablets reimbursement; Restrictions on puberty blockers extended; MHRA Webinar on Windsor Framework.







		




			Pharmacy First thresholds
The ability of pharmacy owners to achieve the thresholds for the monthly Pharmacy First payment has been a topic of great concern for pharmacy owners and Community Pharmacy England.
 
Following representations by Community Pharmacy England Ministers agreed to make an adjustment for August but there have been no further updates since then. This means that, as things stand, the Pharmacist First threshold will be increasing to 20 clinical pathway consultations for the month of September.
 
It is our strongly held view that community pharmacy has carried out its side of the bargain in launching the Pharmacy First service, but NHS England need to match that commitment through more effective advertising and ensuring that GPs refer as many patients as possible.
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		Read Janet’s statement in full 




		




			In case you missed it: Rivaroxaban Tablets – Reimbursement Changes Effective September 2024
Starting next month, Rivaroxaban tablets (2.5mg, 10mg, 15mg, and 20mg) will be reclassified outside of Category C, which impacts on their reimbursement. The reimbursement prices will now be based on generic products and calculated using information from suppliers obtained under the Health Service Products (Provision and Disclosure of Information) Regulations 2018.

Learn more







		




			Legislation restricting the sale and supply of gonadotrophin-releasing hormone analogues extended
The Government has extended the ban on the sale and supply of Gonadotrophin-Releasing Hormone Analogues until 26th November 2024, with plans to potentially make the ban permanent following a formal consultation.

Learn more







		




			Windsor Framework Industry Webinar
The Medicines & Healthcare products Regulatory Agency (MHRA) are hosting webinars for those involved in medicines supply on the Windsor Framework.

The Windsor Framework sets out the long-term arrangements for the supply of medicines into Northern Ireland after Brexit and has led to changes to the Human Medicines Regulations. As part of these measures, from 1st January 2025 all medicines on the UK market will use the same packaging and labelling, and must be labelled as ‘UK Only’.

The first MHRA webinar, scheduled for 10.30am on Thursday 19th September, aims to help attendees understand the latest guidance and identify any relevant changes they may need to make in preparation for the Windsor Framework implementation date.

Pre-submitted questions are encouraged, and a recorded version will be available for those who are unable to attend.

Learn more and register
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You are receiving this email because you are subscribed to our newsletters. Please note Community Pharmacy England is the operating name of the Pharmaceutical Services Negotiating Committee (PSNC).
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The ability of pharmacy owners to meet
the Pharmacy First monthly payment
thresholds is a major ongoing concern.
The change for August did help ease the
situation for some, but we urgently need
Ministers to take further action to
support pharmacies through the planned
ramp up in thresholds for September and
October. Amidst a funding crisis,
community pharmacies cannot afford to
lose out on this vital payment.

9 —
Janet Morrison Community
Chief Executive + Pharmacy
Community Pharmacy England England
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