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			This newsletter - sent on Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays - contains important information and resources to support community pharmacies across England.









		






			In this update: All you need to know about 'FS' prescriptions; NHSE seeks views on central flu vac procurement; Webinars on OPD and NHS Plan; Levobunolol eye drops supply.
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			As 'FS' endorsed prescription items become more common, Community Pharmacy England has released updated guidance on how pharmacies should handle these prescriptions.
Pharmacy teams are reminded that 'FS' endorsed items must be supplied free-of-charge to patients as part of sexual health treatment under the National Health Service Act 2006.

Our updated 'FS' endorsement factsheet aims to help increase understanding of how the 'FS' endorsement is used and the treatments it covers, as well as the dispensing and submission process for these prescription items.









		Download the updated factsheet now 






		






			NHS England seeks your views on central procurement of flu vacs
As part of work to explore the potential benefits and risks of adopting centralised adult flu vaccine procurement and supply, NHS England is seeking the views of pharmacy owners on making potential changes to the current supply chain model.

If the approach is adopted, it would mean flu vaccine would be centrally purchased by the UK Health Security Agency (UKHSA) for onward free-of-charge supply to pharmacies and practices to use in the NHS flu vaccination programme. This approach would mirror that used for all vaccines in the other NHS vaccination programmes.

Pharmacy owners are being invited to complete an online questionnaire which seeks to understand the current arrangements that pharmacies have in place with manufacturers, wholesalers and distributors, as well as administrative workload and wastage of vaccine. 

The survey is open until Tuesday 17th December 2024.
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Read more, and complete the survey









		






			Our upcoming webinars
We are holding the following online events for pharmacy owners and their teams. Click an image below to find out more and book your place.
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			Medicine Supply Notice: Levobunolol (Betagan®) 0.5% eye drops
The Department of Health and Social Care (DHSC) has issued a medicine supply notification for Levobunolol (Betagan®) 0.5% eye drops 0.4ml unit dose preservative free. This product is being discontinued from late December 2024, but alternative eye drops will remain available.

Learn more
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Central procurement of NHS flu vaccines would
have pros and cons for pharmacy owners which
are dependent on the design of any distribution
system. However, at this early stage, NHS
England do not have a proposal to share on
how vaccine could be distributed.

We have provided frank feedback on the
questions being posed, noting that it is very
unlikely many pharmacy owners will be minded
to share commercially sensitive data.
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